Gemellae is a gram positive cocci that forms part of the oropharyngeal microflora in humans and is anaerobic to aerotolerant. Unlike the other members of the same genus, G. morbillorum rarely causes human infections. Recently, we experienced a case of tubo-ovarian abscess caused by G. morbillorum which was initially suspected to be actinomycosis associated with intrauterine device. This is the first case in the world on tubo-ovarian abscess with G. morbillorum as the culprit.
Introduction
Gemella morbillorum is a gram positive organism with coccoid morphology that is anaerobic to aero- Recently, we experienced a case of G. morbillorum infection in tubo-ovarian abscess that was initially suspected to be a case of actinomycosis associated Since it is an anaerobe, this bacteria was initially classified as the genus Peptostreptococcus which was then reclassified into the genus Streptococcus after its major metabolic product was found to be lactic acid (1).
However, it was renamed once more in 1988 when DNA-DNA filter hybridization, guanine and cytosine content analysis, and 16S rRNA and oligonucleotide cataloguing revealed its resemblance to G. haemolysan In our case, a 54-year-old woman, despite having intrauterine device, was not thought to be in an immuno-suppressed state. Furthermore, we initially considered this case to be a tubo-ovarian abscess associated with intrauterine device caused by Actinomycetes, but G. morbillorum was responsible for this infection. G. morbillorum does not commonly cause tubo-ovarian abscesses. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first case report on tubo-ovarian abscess caused by G. morbillorum.
